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AFI 11-410, 1 March 1997, is supplemented as follows: 

Supplement prescribes additional guidance, procedures, requirements, and responsibilities for Air Educa-
tion and Training Command (AETC) personnel conducting military personnel parachute operations. Each
AETC unit conducting military personnel parachute operations must ensure compliance with this supple-
ment. Forward recommendations for changes and/or waivers to HQ AETC/DOO, 1 F Street Suite 2, Ran-
dolph AFB, TX 78150-4325, or email to mailto:aetcdooc@randolph.af.mil, for coordination and
approval prior to incorporation into this supplement. This supplement applies to all active duty personnel
assigned to AETC either permanently or temporarily to include Air National Guard (ANG) and Air Force
Reserve Command (AFRC) personnel. Maintain and dispose of records created as a result of prescribed
processes in accordance with AFMAN 37-139, Records Disposition Schedule (will become AFMAN
33-322, Volume 4). 

1.3.  All waiver requests must be reviewed and approved by the group personnel parachute program man-
ager (PPPM) through chain of command to command functional managers, and to HQ AETC/DOO. HQ
AETC/DOO will approve and forward to HQ USAF/XOOS. 

1.4.  Recommendations for changes must be forwarded to the group PPPM through chain of command to
command functional managers, and to HQ AETC/DOO for coordination and approval for incorporation
into supplement. 

2.2.  The following Air Force specialty codes (AFSC) are authorized active parachute status (“J” prefix
and billet) if mission requirements warrant and are designated so on the unit manning document (UMD):
1C4X1, Tactical Air Control Party (TACP); 1T0X1, Survival Evasion Resistance Escape (SERE);
1T1X1, Life Support (LS); and 4M0X1, Aerospace Physiology Technicians (AP). 

2.3.4.  Squadron/unit PPPMs, in conjunction with the host operations system management office
(HOSM), will ensure aeronautical orders are initiated, current, and maintained on all parachutists. Squad-
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ron/unit PPPMs will ensure all AF Forms 922, Individual Jump Record, are properly accomplished
prior to forwarding to HOSM. 

Table 2.1.   

Notes 3 and 4. For item number 2 of each note, examples of operational equipment are defined for the fol-
lowing categories for both static line (SL) and freefall deployments: for day/night land deployments oper-
ational equipment includes 45lb rucksack with load bearing equipment (LBE), M-16/M-4 rifle, medical 
kit container, oxygen as required for military freefall (MFF) operations, ML-4 kit container for SERE per-
sonnel. For SCUBA/water deployments, operational equipment includes wet/dry suits with associated 
SCUBA equipment, tanks as required, ML-4 kit. 

2.6.2.1.2.  The following AFSCs are authorized “J” billet, prefix and active parachute status: 1C4X1,
1T0X1, 1T1X1, and 4M0X1. 

2.8.2.3.  Submit voluntary disqualification requests through the group PPPM, chain of command, and
command functional manager to HQ AETC/DOO. Waivers may be granted for Air Force specialties
(1C2X1/1T2X1) to remain in their AFSC and remain in AETC as instructors, when disqualification from
jump or flying duties is warranted. Waivers will be handled on a case-by-case basis and approved on the
merits of the case. AETC functional managers, HQ AETC/SG, and AFPC classification OPRs are
required to review/concur; and the waiver must be in the best interest and needs of the Air Force. HQ
USAF career field managers have final approval/disapproval authority. 

2.11.  The following AFSCs are authorized “J” billet, prefix and active parachute status: 1C4X1, 1T0X1,
1T1X1, and 4M0X1. Forward new parachutist “J” billet duty position requirement requests through the
group PPPM and chain of command, through command functional manager to HQ AETC/DOO. 

2.13.  Permissive parachute jumps are not intended to replace a valid parachute requirement or billets
identified by UMD positions. 

2.13.1.  The group commander can approve permissive parachute jumps. Forward packages through chain
of command, and command functional manager to HQ AETC/DOO after approval. 

2.13.2.2.  Submit waiver requests through the group PPPM and chain of command, through the command
functional manager to HQ AETC/DOO. Parachute systems or related equipment purchased by military
personnel from their own personal funds are not designated as military equipment, nor are they permitted
for use in any military personnel parachute operations. Parachute systems are defined as the parachute
automatic ripcord release (ARR), helmet, and altimeter. Unit operating instructions (OIs) will stipulate
required/authorized parachute equipment items and will be IAW this supplement and the basic instruc-
tion. Standardize unit parachute equipment to the maximum extent possible. 

2.15.1.4. (Added)  Parachute Water Training. Wet suit wear is optional for training water/SCUBA
deployments when water temperatures are 70 degrees Fahrenheit or above. Wet suit top is recommended
if recovery time from the water is anticipated to be longer than 30 minutes. 

2.15.1.4.1.  As a minimum, wear wet suit top when water temperatures are between 60 and 70 degrees
Fahrenheit. 

2.15.1.4.2.  Wear a complete wet suit or dry suit when water temperatures are below 60 degrees Fahren-
heit. 

2.15.1.4.3.  A dry suit is required for water temperatures below 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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2.15.1.4.4.  Deploy ML-4 kits with serviceable raft on all parachute deployments when water tempera-
tures are 60 degrees Fahrenheit and below. 

2.15.2.  Military personnel conducting military personnel parachute operations utilizing civilian aircraft
for individual purchased military lifts (jumps) will not mix with civilian parachutists. Military personnel
can be onboard aircraft with civilian parachutists as long as deployment on a completely separate pass is
briefed and accomplished. NOTE: Military parachute jumpmasters are solely responsible for jump pass
and parachutist load organization aboard civilian aircraft. Jumpmasters are required and must brief pilot
and civilian jumpmaster on jump pass and parachutist load organization. Jumpmasters will evaluate jump
organization as part of their ORM assessment. 

4.1.2.  The AETC PPPM, as a minimum, must be a qualified SL and freefall parachutist and jumpmaster,
holding a senior or master rating. 

4.13.5.1.  Evaluations for each assigned parachutist (including those on permissive status) will be every
17 months. Conduct evaluations through the pyramid evaluation system. Use AETCI 11-407, Parachute
Standardization and Evaluation Program, to administer all parachute evaluations within AETC. 

4.13.5.1.1. (Added)  The group PPPM will evaluate subordinate unit PPPM and or parachutists. The
group PPPM, in turn, will receive evaluations from higher headquarters. NOTE: Evaluators will docu-
ment evaluation information on AETC Form 22, Parachutist Evaluation Worksheet, and transcribe per-
tinent evaluation information to AF Form 803, Report of Task Evaluations. The evaluator and
parachutist will sign the AF Form 803 and maintain it in parachutist’s on-the-job training (OJT) record. 

4.13.5.1.2. (Added)  Evaluate personnel qualified in both SL and MFF parachuting in accordance with
AETCI 11-407. 

4.13.5.1.3. (Added)  Decertify members who fail evaluation on appropriate forms and reevaluate within
30 days of evaluation failure. Subsequent failures will be grounds for removal from parachute duty. 

4.13.5.1.4. (Added)  Parachute programs will be inspected during Numbered Air Force Standardization/
Evaluation (NAF Stan/Eval) inspections and HQ AETC/IG visits. Attachment 8 (Added) (AETC),
AETC Form 22, Parachutist Evaluation Worksheet, contains the criteria to be used for parachute oper-
ations evaluations. 

4.13.14. (Added)  Maintains a copy of all unit standard operating procedures (SOP), OIs, and updated sur-
veys of unit drop zones (DZ) affected by this supplement. 

4.14.  All groups with parachute programs will appoint at least one SL and/or MFF qualified military
member as their PPPM. PPPMs should be the most experienced and qualified member of the parachute
program assigned. For units with SL parachute operations only, PPPM must be current and qualified in SL
operations and a SL jumpmaster. For units with SL and MFF parachute operations, the PPPM must be
current and qualified in SL and freefall operations, and both a SL and MFF jumpmaster. 

4.14.2.  Military SL and freefall parachuting skills are highly perishable. Static line and freefall-qualified
personnel maintain these skills through regularly scheduled training periods to develop the necessary
degree of proficiency. Maintaining this proficiency is important for AETC SL and MFF qualified person-
nel; otherwise, mission capability and parachutist safety may suffer. Currency does not necessarily equate
to proficiency. Wing, group, and squadron commanders/superintendents are responsible for ensuring their
personnel complete sufficient personnel parachute deployments to remain proficient. 

4.14.4.  All groups and units will develop OIs for their parachute operations based on local requirements. 
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4.14.4.1.  Commanders will authorize, in writing, qualified personnel to inspect and pack main parachute
canopies when military parachute rigger support is not available within the base or squadron/unit. Docu-
ment certification for the main parachute only on AF Form 797, Job Qualification Standard Continua-
tion/Command JQS, and place in member’s OJT/JRF record. Certified Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) senior or master parachute riggers are authorized to pack any main or reserve parachute for which
they hold a type rating. Technical order data will be provided to FAA certified riggers for their use when
packing military parachute systems. 

4.14.8. (Added)  Coordinates any changes/deviations from policy with the AETC PPPM. 

4.15.8. (Added)  Coordinates any changes/deviations from policy with the group and AETC PPPM. 

4.15.9. (Added)  Ensures the unit has developed an SOP or OI on parachute operations and forwards a
current copy to the AETC PPPM. 

4.18.4. (Added)  Team leaders may perform jumpmaster duties. Normally, team leader duties preclude a
member from performing jumpmaster duties on the same operation. In certain circumstances the two may
be conducted simultaneously only after a thorough risk analysis is conducted. 

5.2.  Ensure applicable AETC malfunction checklist is accomplished following any reportable malfunc-
tion occurring at either military or civilian drop zones (DZ). Jumpmaster and/or drop zone controller
(DZC) will report any malfunctions to their home unit as soon as possible. In addition to submitting mal-
functions and reportable incidents to HQ USAF/XOOS, send a courtesy copy to HQ AETC/DOO within
24 hours of occurrence using standard malfunction reporting forms and procedures. In the event of a
major malfunction away from home unit, the unit commander will send the unit PPPM and superinten-
dent/unit representative to incident site for command and control, and personnel support. The unit OI
should detail a plan of action for such type incidents. The unit OI should also include procedures to notify
base safety (home station and nearest base if TDY) and chain of command (base command post) for assis-
tance in securing incident sight and equipment to protect integrity of the accident sight, and the equipment
as found. Acquire photography and video support as soon as possible to document the sight for investiga-
tion purposes. 

6.1.  Document parachute qualifications/certifications (both military and/or civilian), not covered by pub-
lishing aeronautical orders, in the individual’s OJT/JRF on the appropriate form. 

6.1.4.  HQ AETC/DOO must approve in-unit upgrade training programs such as rigging alternate method
zodiac (RAMZ), and rescue jumpmaster. Plans of instruction (POI) for in-unit upgrade training programs
will be submitted by the group PPPM or designated representative, through chain of command, through
command functional manager to AETC/DOO. 

6.1.5.  Submit requests for training quotas through chain of command to HQ AETC/DOO for units having
a requirement to send personnel to advanced freefall training (AFT) courses. 

6.1.5.2.  Contact between parachutist on departing aircraft or during freefall is not authorized. EXCEP-
TION: OL-D 342 TRS, Yuma APG AZ, and advanced freefall techniques (AFT) qualified personnel who
are performing HQ AETC-authorized training. 

6.1.5.4.  Tandem parachuting for military operations within AETC is not authorized. EXCEPTION:
OL-D 342 TRS, Yuma APG AZ. 

6.1.5.5.  Units having a requirement to use direct deploy ram air parachute systems (DDRAPS) will for-
ward justification through their chain of command to HQ AETC/DOO for review and approval. (EXCEP-
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TION: OL-D 342 TRS, Yuma APG AZ.) Otherwise, instructors deploying with students on the same
freefall pass will use the same type of parachute system used by the students. 

6.2.  Squadron and unit commanders are responsible for ensuring their personnel complete sufficient para-
chute deployments to remain proficient. Personnel qualified in both MFF and SL will maintain currency
and proficiency in the higher qualification (MFF). Personnel are encouraged to maintain parachute cur-
rency for both if so qualified. For currency, document suspended harness and MFF emergency procedures
video on AF Form 1098, Special Task Certificate and Recurring Training, and maintain in parachut-
ist’s OJT/JRF record. 

6.2.2.1.  Tactical/operational jumps are defined as parachute deployments conducted with equipment that
deploy parachutists into either a training scenario (for example, medical triage/survival scenario) or an
operational scenario (for example, wartime or land/water rescue mission/airfield seizure). 

6.2.4. (Added)  The following lists minimum parachute deployment requirements: 

6.2.4.1.  Combat Control and Pararescue. One MFF parachute deployment in each calendar quarter,
with one at least every 90 days. One MFF parachute deployment acting as jumpmaster, per 180 day
period, if jumpmaster qualified. One MFF/SL emergency procedure suspended harness drill assessment
annually. One MFF emergency procedure video review every 90 days. NOTE: Detachment 1 and OL-C
342 TRS: Primary instructors will accomplish one SL deployment every 180 days. This requirement is
not applicable to pararescue and combat controllers (PJ/CCT) assigned in schoolhouse overhead posi-
tions/CDC writers. 

6.2.4.2.  Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape (SERE) Instructors, Life Support Personnel,
Tactical Air Control Party, Combat Weather and Aerospace Physiology Technicians. One MFF (if
MFF qualified) parachute deployment in each calendar quarter, with one at least every 90 days, or one SL
parachute deployment each calendar quarter, with one every 90 days (if SL qualified). One MFF para-
chute deployment acting as jumpmaster, per 180 day period (if MFF jumpmaster qualified). One MFF/SL
emergency procedure suspended harness drill assessment annually. One MFF emergency procedure video
review every 90 days. 

6.3.  Use AETC checklists during all military parachute operations conducted under AETC sponsorship.
Jumpmasters are responsible for the safe conduct of the parachute operation. 

6.6. (Added)  Banking of parachute deployments is not authorized. 

6.7. (Added)  Loss of Currency. The following guidelines apply for reinstatement of loss of parachute
currency: 

6.7.1.  Up to Two Months. Requires accomplishment of those items in which the parachutist is noncur-
rent with an instructor. Annotate comments on AF Form 803 of member’s OJT/JRF record. 

6.7.2.  Two to Six Months. Requires completion of ground training in noncurrent items, and a parachute
evaluation with live deployment by the unit PPPM. Annotate training and evaluation on AF Form 803 of
member’s OJT/JRF record. 

6.7.3.  Training Criteria. The following training criteria for paragraphs 6.7.1. and 6.7.2. will be com-
pleted with the squadron/unit PPM and/or current and qualified SL/MFF jumpmaster: 

6.7.3.1.  SL/MFF emergency procedure review. 
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6.7.3.2.  SL/MFF-suspended harness emergency procedure assessment (exit to landing emergency proce-
dures). 

6.7.3.3.  Aircraft emergency procedures review per applicable aircraft. 

6.7.3.4.  SL/MFF-approved parachute system equipment review. 

6.7.3.5.  Complete review of jumpmaster procedures and use of checklists if jumpmaster qualified. 

6.7.3.6.  Parachute landing falls (PLF). 

6.7.3.7.  One daylight parachute deployment: 

6.7.3.7.1.  MFF. One parachute deployment without equipment, demonstrating proper donning of
approved parachute system, deployment from aircraft (correct body position), demonstrating flat and sta-
ble exit, right/left turns, proper break away, tracking, wave off, pull sequence and body position upon acti-
vating main parachute, clearing of other jumpers, stall determination, canopy manipulation to target, and
parachute flare to landing. 

6.7.3.7.2.  SL. One parachute deployment without equipment, demonstrating proper donning of approved
parachute system, deployment from aircraft (correct body position), right and left turns under canopy,
proper wind drift determination and lineup, turn into wind, and correct parachute landing fall. Member
must perform all checklists and deploy at least two parachutists from the aircraft safely if jumpmaster
qualified. 

6.7.3.8.  Review main canopy repacking for MFF parachute systems. 

7.3.  All AETC units with personnel that perform parachute deployments will apply the crew rest and
flight duty limitations prescribed for aircrew in AFI 11-202, Volume 3, General Flight Rules, chapter 9, to
parachute operations, except as noted below: 

7.3.1.  Parachutists will not continue with parachute operations, including parachute packing, beyond a
12-hour flight duty day. The flight duty day begins with the first official duty of the day, and ends when
the last official duty is complete. If parachutists are part of the aircrew/mission crew, they will follow the
crew rest and flight duty limitations prescribed for their aircrew/mission crew position. The parachutist
rest period is the nonduty period before the parachute deployment duty period begins. 

7.3.1.1.  Its purpose is to allow the parachutist the opportunity for adequate rest before performing para-
chute duties. Parachutist rest is free time, which includes time for meals, transportation, and rest. Rest is
defined as the condition that allows an individual the opportunity to sleep. Parachutists require at least 8
hours of continuous, uninterrupted rest during the 12 hours immediately prior to the beginning of the
parachute deployment duty period. 

7.3.1.2.  The flight duty period is limited to 12 hours. It begins with the first official duty activity of the
day, and ends when the last official duty of the day is complete. The flight duty period ends when engines
are shutdown at the end of the mission, mission leg, or series of missions if parachutists remain with the
aircraft to perform other duties. 

7.3.1.3.  When operating or training in a joint environment under the control of another service, follow
that service’s crew rest and flight/parachutist duty requirements. 342 TRS OL-B and D will follow current
Army/Air Force memorandum of agreement (MOA) guidance. 

7.3.1.4.  In the event that a training requirement dictates a temporary waiver of parachute crew rest
requirements, waiver authority is delegated to the group commander. 
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7.3.1.5.  If a parachutist remains after parachuting to perform official duties, the parachutist’s rest period
begins after termination of official duties. 

7.3.2.  Parachutist rest interruptions is defined as any official business required of a parachutist that inter-
rupts the parachutist’s rest period. This includes official business conducted on the telephone. 

7.3.2.1.  If parachutist rest is interrupted so that the individual cannot get 8 hours of uninterrupted rest, the
individual must be afforded 8 more hours of uninterrupted rest, plus reasonable time to dress, eat, travel,
etc. 

7.3.2.2.  The individual must consider interruptions that are unofficial so that the intent of parachutist rest
is met. Interruptions must be made only under the most exceptional circumstances. 

7.3.2.3.  All parachutists are subject to crew rest requirements regardless of rank or duty position. If para-
chutist rest is violated for an individual, it is the individual’s responsibility to inform his or her supervisor
and be removed from the day’s parachute schedule, if required. 

7.3.2.4.  Parachute duty starts when parachutist reports for parachute equipment preparation, briefing, or
other official duty. Parachute duty ends when parachutist has returned to unit, and equipment clean up and
parachute records documentation has been completed. 

8.2.4.  Complete AETC checklists prior to all AETC parachute operations and conduct in sufficient time
so as not to rush parachute operations. During same day multiple parachute deployments, conduct a mass
briefing of emergency procedures, drop zone review, and aircraft emergency procedures prior to the first
deployment of the day. Any change in aircraft will require another aircraft inspection. Any change in type
of aircraft requires another aircraft emergency procedures briefing. 

8.2.8. (Added)  Conduct normal SL parachute operations for AETC personnel at or above 1000 feet above
ground level (AGL) from fixed wing platforms and at or above 1250 feet AGL from rotary wing plat-
forms. Qualified AETC parachutists conducting interoperability training or participating in operational
exercises may perform SL operations from 800 feet AGL when planned as the primary method of infiltra-
tion. Conduct all initial student and three-level awarding training from 1000/1250 feet AGL or above
according to the platform used. 

9.2.1.1.  Jumpmasters are responsible for determining exit altitude as follows: 

9.2.1.1.1.  All RAMZ MFF day/night water parachute deployments for student training will be at or above
3,500 feet above water level (AWL). NOTE: Commanders will emphasize, and jumpmasters will brief,
that no “clear and pull” parachute deployment will exceed a delay of five seconds. Stability during a
“clear and pull” exit is critical. Students in training will receive as much “ramp exit” practice as possible
in stable exit and “clear and pull” procedures from static aircraft prior to each RAMZ parachute deploy-
ment. Qualified MFF parachutists/instructors will also complete ramp exit practice for stable exit and
“clear and pull” procedures prior to all RAMZ parachute deployments. 

9.2.1.1.2.  Parachutists will not jump equipment (with exception of fanny pack) during RAMZ deploy-
ments. Secure equipment in the RAMZ package. 

9.2.8.  Military parachute equipment is defined as any equipment such as parachutes systems, altimeters,
helmets, etc., purchased through normal military supply channels or purchased through civilian channels
with government funds. Military personnel will not use military parachute systems and equipment for rec-
reational off-duty parachuting, skydiving, hang gliding, or base-jumping. 
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9.2.9. (Added)  Experimental or Conditional Jump Operations. AETC assigned parachutists are not
authorized to conduct experimental or conditional jump operations unless formally attached to the USAF
Test Parachutist Detachment. This includes evaluating nonstandard parachute systems for future purchase
or use by AETC units. Forward all requirements to evaluate parachute systems and related equipment to
HQ AETC/DOO for coordination. 

10.1.  Aircraft and DZ videotaping of students participating in three-skill level awarding parachute train-
ing (pararescue/combat control schools) is recommended and encouraged when instructor manning
allows. DZ videotaping will ensure deployments from the aircraft, actions in air, and actions under canopy
are recorded. Attempts should be made to video water and night parachute deployments based on the
capabilities/waterproofing of video equipment. 

12.1.  Designated AETC pararescue and combat control personnel are authorized to support the STARS
Parachute Demonstration team. Members must meet the STARS qualification requirements in order to
participate in demonstrations. Personnel will participate based on noninterference with assigned duties.
Coordinate all STARS participation in advance with HQ AETC/DOO. OPR for STARS program must
coordinate with AETC/DOO prior to any discussion/coordination with AETC units. Funding will be han-
dled through STARS. 

12.4. (Added)  Forms Adopted. AF Form 797, AF Form 803, AF Form 922, AF Form 1098, and AETC
Form 22. 
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Attachment 1  

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTIN INFORMATION

References 

The following are added: 

AFI 11-202, Volume 3, General Flight Rules 

AETCI 11-407, Parachute Standardization and Evaluation Program 

1C4X1, Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) 

1T0X1, Survival Evasion Resistance Escape (SERE) 

1T1X1, Life Support (LS) 

4M0X1, Aerospace Physiology Technicians (AP) 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AFSC—Air Force specialty code 

AWL—above water level 

DDRAPS—direct deploy ram air parachute systems 

MOA—memorandum of agreement 

NAF—Numbered Air Force 

OI—operating instruction 

POI—plan of instruction 

RAMZ—rigging alternate method zodiac 

SERE—survival, evasion, resistance, and escape 

SL—static line 

SOP—standard operating procedures 

STAN/EVAL—standardization/evaluation 
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Attachment 8 (Added) (AETC)  

SAMPLE AETC FORM 22, PARACHUTIST EVALUATION WORKSHEET 
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JOHN A. NEUBAUER,  Colonel, USAF 
Deputy Director of Operations 
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